
130th Anniversary Gala
Honoring the Legacy. Building the Future.

Friday, May 10, 2024
6:00-11:00

Morgan Manufacturing
401 N. Morgan St.

Chicago, IL 



Chicago Commons’ mission is to empower
individuals, families, and communities to
overcome poverty and systemic barriers, embrace
opportunities, and thrive across generations. 

Since 1894, our programs have been helping
children, families and seniors GO further to live
richer, more fulfilling lives. From our first
settlement house, we’ve centered ourselves in
underserved communities to give our neighbors
the tools and skills they need to reach their
greatest potential.



Essential Social Services
Chicago Commons is Chicago's second largest provider of high-quality, comprehensive early
childhood education which are Head Start and Early Head Start programs. We utilize a custom
Reggio Emilia approach for children ages 6 weeks to 5 years. 

In collaboration with our delegate partners, Chicago Commons supports learning and
development for more than 1,750 children across 18 Chicagoland neighborhoods that have
tremendous need for quality early learning opportunities coupled with access to supportive
resources.

Since 1980, Commons has provided services that help seniors and adults with disabilities
stay in their homes, thereby maintaining their independence and quality of life. 

We provide Home Care services throughout the Chicago metropolitan area. Our Adult Day
Service center in Bronzeville provides daily onsite care for seniors and adults with disabilities.
Senior Services also works with the Family Hub to improve the quality of life for seniors and
their caregivers by addressing economic, physical, and emotional health and wellness.

Focusing on families with young children as well as those caring for an older adult, the Family
Hub offers health and wellness, workforce development and employment services, and
financial wellness through workshops and one-on-one coaching.

This multigenerational approach improves economic mobility and family well-being. For
families with young children, research indicates that integrating this multigenerational
approach does more for children’s long-term well-being than serving parents or children in
isolation. 

Early Childhood Education

Family Hub

Senior Services



Proven Outcomes & Positive Social Impact*
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*Chicago Commons' 2022 Annual Report can be found at www.chicagocommons.org.



Gala Sponsorship Levels
A sponsorship in support of Chicago Commons' 130th Anniversary Gala is an investment in programs that lay a foundation for lifelong learning in our
children, help families to set goals and obtain their dreams, and allow seniors and adults with disabilities to live independently and with dignity.  As a
sponsor, you and your guests will enjoy an unforgettable experience while supporting Chicago Commons as we honor our legacy and build the future. 

Union Street Grand Ave. Emerson House Taylor House Nia Family Center



130th Anniversary Gala*
Honoring the Past. Building the Future. 

Featuring...
1-hour cocktail reception 

Sit-down dinner 

Awards presentation 

2-hour afterparty

Family Hub Mini Market featuring parent entrepreneurs  

Interactive Reggio Emilia art activities 

Pics from Chicago Commons'  
125th Anniversary Gala *Business/cocktail attire



Board of Directors

Steven Sparks, CHAIR
Retired, Grant Thornton LLC

Ronald G. Kaminski, VICE CHAIR
Quanta Services, Inc.

Daniel Chavez, TREASURER
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Mary E. Timmons, DEVELOPMENT
Northern Trust

Brian Marquez, SECRETARY
Tampico Beverages, Inc.

Edgar E. Ramirez, PRESIDENT (EX-
OFFICIO) Chicago Commons

Holly M. Baumgart
Sargento Foods Inc.

Caroline Harney
University of Chicago Service League

James Hill, III
ICL, LLC

Torrence Hinton
Peoples Gas & North Shore Gas

Ann Beran Jones
Retired Educator

Philip B. Kenny
Marsh USA Inc.

Amit Mehta
Paul Hastings LLP

David R. Perez
ComEd

Ofelia M. Potter
Northern Trust

Robert E. Smietana
HSA Commercial Real Estate

John Yeager
WhiteHorse Capital

Sharon Moy, CHAIR
WEC Energy Group

Evans Debeza, VICE CHAIR
Debeza Studio, LLC

Khanav Bhatheja
Cremer Law, LLC

Jessica Hanstad
School District 181

Alex Kapustka
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Sam Lincoln
Northern Trust 

 

Commons Emerging Leaders Council

Laura Lopez
Chase

Katheryn Meagher
NORC at the University of Chicago

Clint Mefford
Northern Trust

Chelsea Mills Bruckner
Northern Trust

Jessica Newman
Enova International

Jaime Rehm  
LGIM America

130th Anniversary Host Committee
Mary Timmons , CHAIR
Martin Cabrera, Jr. 
Daniel Chavez
Evans Debeza
Dan Duster
Will S. Evans, Jr. 
Caroline Harney
James Hill, III
Torrence Hinton

Laura Lopez
Clint Mefford
Sharon Moy
James Neaylon
William O’Malley
David R. Perez
Ofelia Potter
Jaime Rehm
Robert Smietana



___

Let's Do it!
I'm ready to invest in Chicago Commons' NEXT 130 years! 

SPONSORSHIP COMMITMENT 
☐ Union St. Sponsor $50,000
☐ Grand Ave. Sponsor $25,000
☐ Emerson Sponsor $15,000
☐ Taylor Sponsor $10,000
☐ Robinson Sponsor $5,000
☐ Nia Sponsor $3,000

☐ I/We wish to purchase tickets: ____ x $300 each = $ _________

☐ I/We are unable to sponsor/attend, but wish to make a  contribution of $__________

PAYMENT INFORMATION 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Company: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________ City_________________ State_______ Zip___________

Phone______________________________ Email__________________________________

Credit Card Number: __________________________________________ Exp. Date: ____/_____ CSV: ___________     

☐ Please email completed form to Cheryl@ChicagoCommons.org

☐ I will pay by check. Mail to Chicago Commons, c/o Cheryl Wisniewski, 515 E. 50th Street, Chicago, IL 60615

☐ I/We would like to pay by ACH. Please email Cheryl@ChicagoCommons.org. 

Questions? Email Cheryl Wisniewski at Cheryl@ChicagoCommons.org


