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CHICAGO COMMONS LEADERSHIP

Ann Beran Jones*
Retired Educator, Volunteer

Holly Baumgart *
Sargento Foods, Inc.

Kanav Bhatheja#
Vice Chair, CCLC
Cremer Law, LLC

Daniel Chavez*
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Evans Debeza#"
Chair, CCLC
Debeza Design Studio, PLLC

Ingrid Figueroa#
JPMorgan Chase

Virxhini Gjonzeneli*
Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago

Caroline Harney*~
University of Chicago Service League

James Hill, llI*»
ICL, LLC

Ronald G. Kaminski*
Board Chair, Chicago Commons
Quanta Services, Inc.

Michael A. Kohnen”

Vickie Lakes-Battle*
IFF

Sam Lincoln#
Northern Trust

Laura Lopez#”*
JPMorgan Chase

Brian Marquez*
Tampico Beverages, Inc.

Katheryn Meagher#
NORC at the University of
Chicago

Clint Mefford#/
Northern Trust

Amit Mehta*
Paul Hastings LLP

Chelsea D. Mills Bucknerit
Northern Trust

Sharon Moy#”"
WEC Energy Group

James Neaylon”®

Jessica Newman#
Enova International

David R. Perez*
ComEd

Tammy Phan*
Parent Representative

Ofelia Potter*”
Chair, Spring Luncheon &
Marketplace

Host Committee
Northern Trust

Jaime Rehm#/
LGIM America

Robert E. Smietana*
HSA Commercial Real Estate

Dallyn Stubbs#

Laurence P. Szumski*
Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas

Tara Szwabowski”

Mary E. Timmons*#
Vice Chair, Chicago Commons
Northern Trust

Ashlyne Wilson#
TruStage

John Yeager*
Whitehorse Capital

* Board of Directors

# Chicago Commons Leaders Council (CCLC)

~ Spring Luncheon & Marketplace Host
Committee
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TODAY’S PROGRAM

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Reception
Book Signing & Family Hub Marketplace
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Lunch & Program
Master of Ceremonies
Alfonso Gutiérrez

Telemundo Chicago

Edgar Ramirez
President and CEO, Chicago Commons

Lea Taylor Philanthropy Award
Northern Trust

Graham Taylor Award
Iris Witkowsky

BREAK FOR LUNCH
Chicago Commons Video

Keynote Speaker
Sonia Manzano

Donald L. Duster Leadership Award
Priscilla Bahena

Mission Moment
Closing
1:30 PM - 2:00 PM

Family Hub Marketplace & Book Signing



Alfonso Gutiérrez is a news anchor for
Telemundo Chicago’s weekday newscast at
10 p.m. and Consumer Investigative Reporter
for Telemundo Chicago Responde. As part of

the Telemundo Chicago news team, Gutiérrez
reports breaking news and news of upmost
importance for the Chicago area’s Spanish-
speaking viewers.

Before joining Telemundo Chicago, Gutiérrez
worked as a news reporter and anchor for
morning news breaks for Telemundo 25
Denver / KDEN in 2006. He also worked as
a producer and host of a radio show for 89.3
FM-WHFR in Detroit, Michigan, the only
Spanish radio program in the local area.

Gutiérrez has received various Emmy Awards
for his journalistic work in a series of special
investigations for Telemundo Chicago.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

ALFONSO GUTIERREZ

News Anchor, Telemundo Chicago

In the same way, he has had the honor of
receiving more than 20 Emmy nominations for
his work in front of and behind the camera.
Gutiérrez started his college career at Henry
Ford College in Michigan and obtained his
bachelor's degree in film and video production
at Columbia College Chicago.

Born in San Ignacio Cerro Gordo, Jalisco,
Mexico, Gutiérrez advocates for the success
of young students, inspiring them to become
future leaders.

For many years, Gutiérrez has supported The
Necahual Foundation, a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to help children and
adolescents that find themselves in vulnerable
situations and need education and cultural
resources.
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When you think of Sonia Manzano, you
immediately think of children and television.
Her most recent accomplishment was creating

a children’s program, Alma’s Way, for PBS KIDs.

It has won two Imagen Awards for Best Youth
Programming, a 2022 Emmy nomination for
Outstanding Writing for a Preschool Animated
Program, and a 2023 NAACP nomination for
an Image Award.

But what Ms. Manzano is best known for is
performing the role of “Maria” on Sesame
Street for 44 seasons, where her work
affected the lives of millions of parents and
children and garnered her two Emmy Award
nominations in addition to the National
Academy of Arts and Science’s Lifetime

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

SONIA MANZANO

“Maria” on Sesame Street &
Creator of Alma's Way & Best-Selling Author

Achievement Daytime Emmy in 2016. As a
writer for the show, she took home 15 Emmys.
Ms. Manzano also recently received the 2022
Beacon Award from PBS.

Ms. Manzano is also the author of four picture
books and three young adult novels. Her most
recent Scholastic novel, Coming Up Cuban, set
in 1959, follows the lives of four children who
represent different intersections of race and
class during the Cuban Revolution.

Stop by Los Amigos Bookstore’s table today to
pick up one or more of Ms. Manzano’s books,
and join us before and after the luncheon
program for a book signing!




LUNCH MENU

FIRST COURSE
Berry Kale Salad
With goat cheese crumble, craisin, fresh berries,

radicchio and a honey-lemon vinaigrette

Artisan Rolls

SECOND COURSE

Seared Chicken Breast
With parmesan polenta cake, roasted baby carrots, and chicken jus

VEGETARIAN OPTION
Parmesan Crusted Cauliflower

With farro pilaf, sweet potato puree, roasted baby vegetables
and a white balsamic vinaigrette

DESSERT
House-made Macaron

Artisan Bonbon
Mini Raspberry Tart

Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee and Tea



HONOREES

LEA TAYLOR
PHILANTHROPY AWARD
NORTHERN TRUST

NORTHERN
TRUST

Northern Trust has a long history of giving
back to the communities the company serves
through financial support, volunteer efforts,
and supply drives for causes that help to
build stronger families and communities and
positively shape the future. For over 70 years,
Northern Trust has provided financial support
for social service programs critical to under-
resourced communities in Chicago while also
lending time, talent, and treasure through
volunteer projects.

Since 1954, Northern Trust has supported
numerous Chicago Commons events, providing
much needed general operating revenue for

the organization. Additionally, Northern Trust
employees have served on our board of directors
and/or auxiliary board spanning seven decades,
providing expert insight and leadership. Current
representation includes Mary Timmons and
Ofelia Potter on the board of directors and
Chelsea Mills-Buckner, Sam Lincoln, and Clint
Mefford on the Chicago Commons Leaders
Council. Historical board representation includes
Nancy Wieboldt; John B. Snyder; Norman T.
Rossen; and Barbara Smith, wife of Solomon B.
Smith.




HONOREES

GRAHAM TAYLOR AWARD
IRIS S. WITKOWSKY

Iris Witkowsky has been a dedicated supporter
of Chicago Commons since 1977 when she

was recruited by a dear friend to serve on the
board of directors. For nearly 50 years, Iris has
been contributing her leadership and insights to
advance the organization’s mission.

Although she retired from the board in the
early ‘00s, Iris consistently supports Chicago
Commons through philanthropic contributions,
always keeping us on our toes with thoughtful
inquiries about the successes and challenges of
both our participants and our staff. In addition
to Chicago Commons, Iris’ civic involvement
has also included the International Visitors
Center, the Know Your Chicago committee, the
University of Chicago Women’s Board, and the
Chicago Architecture Foundation.

Through her leadership, advocacy, and
generosity, Iris has played a pivotal role in
supporting Chicago Commons’ efforts to
empower children, families, and seniors in
Chicago’s communities.



HONOREES

DONALD L. DUSTER
LEADERSHIP AWARD
PRISCILLA BAHENA

Priscilla Bahena has transformed adversity

into achievement with the support of Chicago
Commons. Overcoming a difficult childhood in
the foster care system, she was determined to
create a better future for her own children. All
three of her kids have attended the Paulo Freire
Family Center, where they received high-quality
early education preparing them for kindergarten
and lifelong learning.

Through family workers and Chicago Commons’
Family Hub, Priscilla found the support she
needed to pursue higher education while raising
her family. With financial aid and guidance,

she earned her associate degree and is now
completing her bachelor’s in social work at
Northeastern Illinois University—soon to begin
her master’s in social work at NEIU in the fall.
As an AmeriCorps volunteer and future family
worker, Priscilla is turning her lived experience
into a source of strength for others, with the
goal of empowering families with the resources
and assistance needed for them to thrive.



The Family Hub provides wraparound support

in the areas of health & wellness, financial
empowerment, self-advocacy, and workforce
development. These services are available

for families with children, seniors, or adults
with disabilities enrolled in our programs. This
support also includes resources for budding
entrepreneurs. Today, we are proud to feature
14 small businesses. Visit the Family Hub
Marketplace to shop for yourself or your mom
(don’t forget Mother’s Day!) to be entered into
a raffle for a tour of NBC5/Telemundo Chicago
studios, Lakeshore Learning gift basket, Wines
for Humanity in-home wine tasting,

or $50 Visa gift card.

Vendors include:

» Antojitos Elly

» DDIMIZ RANDOMSY

* Dulces Monos y Diademas
 Fabuliz Treats

* Icoffee and Candles

» Jenny B’s Pottery

* Limes Smiles for Miles Inc.

» Los Agaves Soy Candles, LLC
» Marietta’s Designs

» Micuna Peruvian Cuisine Catering
* Quetzal Trinkets and Gems

* Rebel Style

 Star Farm Chicago

* WORK26 SKATESHOP



EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION

Chicago Commons provides
high-quality early childhood
education through its proven
Reggio Emilia curriculum. It
enables children to discover
their world and learn by
leaning on their strengths,
igniting long-term learning.

CHICAGO COMMONS
TODAY

Founded in 1894, Chicago Commons
began as a settlement house providing
services for immigrant families on
Chicago’s near northwest side looking
to build a prosperous life in their newly
adopted country. Over the years, the
organization has evolved alongside

its. communities, leading to Chicago

“Commons’ mission to empower

individuals, families, and communities to
overcome poverty and systemic barriers,
embrace opportunities, and thrive across
generations.

Today, Chicago Commons serves as a
cornerstone in some of the Chicagoland
region’s most under-resourced
communities providing high-quality early
childhood education, family-centered,
holistic adult education, and senior
services to more than 3,500 individuals
annually from low-income households.

FAMILY HUB

Chicago Commons’ Family
Hub serves as a bridge

to career pathways and
wraparound services to help
sustain family stability and
empower them to break the
cycle of poverty, stimulating
generational transformation.
A thriving family nurtures
thriving children.

SENIOR SERVICES

Chicago Commons provides
life-invigorating senior
services that celebrate life
to the fullest while affording
dignity and respect to
seniors and vulnerable
adults. Our services enable
families to continue working
and seniors to remain at
home.



Comcast is a Proud Sponsor of the Chicago Common’s 2025 Spring Luncheon

Help us connect
more families
with affordable

home internet

Spread the word about
Internet Essentials

Internet
essentials

Internet Essentials from Xfinity is the nation’s Internet Essentials offers

largest and most comprehensive private-sector customers:

internet adoption program, providing reliable,

high-speed home internet to qualifying households = Internet service with speeds of up to
for a low monthly price. m 75/10 Mbps for $14.95/month with

Internet Essentials OR speeds of up to
100/20 Mbps for $29.95/month with

Households may qualify for Internet Essentials Internet Essentials Plus

if they participate in programs like SNAP/EBT,

Medicaid, or the National School Lunch Program.
The option to purchase a subsidized
new laptop for $149.99

C

By sharing in our mission, we can work together
to empower even more individuals with the life-
changing tools and resources they need to succeed @ Free in-person, online, and printed
in a digital world. Please share information about digital skills training materials
Internet Essentials with your community. and classes

Visit partner.InternetEssentials.com to order complimentary marketing
materials to help spread the word.

xfinity



usbank.com/communitypossible

Education is
empowerment

When more people have access to the education they need, our communities get
stronger. That’s why U.S. Bank provides financial education resources and practical
tools that help you learn how to save, invest and manage your money smarter.
Education builds knowledge, confidence and a brighter future for all of us.

U.S. Bank is proud to support Chicago Commons.

m 2024
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o=, World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC.
LENDER Member FDIC. ©2025 U.S. Bank 1320405
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AN EXELON COMPANY

Empowering Communities

ComEd is proud to support Chicago Commons and

the work you've done for over 130 years to empower
individuals, families, and communities to overcome
barriers and thrive across generations.

Congratulations on All Your Success

INVESTING IN COMMUNITIES /‘
WHERE WE LIVE & WORK ‘?k
& & \

» )
Northern Trust is proud to support Yﬁ
Chicago Commons Association. " \
P
See all the ways we can support you. _?_
T
i ﬁj". David Albright ®
i3 35'@;‘ Global Head of Client Development &
gl  Co-Regional Managing Director, East Region, GFO
sy 312-557-1900 NORTHERN
izt  northerntrust.com/familyoffice TRUST

INVESTING | BANKING | TRUST & ESTATE SERVICES | WEALTH PLANNING | FAMILY OFFICE

Member FDIC. © 2025 Northern Trust Corporation.



DREAMS AREN'T BUILT ALONE.

Every decision you make impacts not only your goals but also the employees

and community you're committed to. At Associated Bank, we're beside you every
step with the financial guidance, local market knowledge and rapid response you
need to keep your life's work growing. The more opportunities

we open up together, the greater impact your business has.

Learn more at AssoclatedBank.com/CRE

ﬂﬁﬁuciatad Bank | Your money works here!

ot and Ioan products s oifered by Assedabad Bank, WA Lu.anﬁmil:ls are subject to cradi aer;‘.H and Inwaive Inkarest and of her oosts. Please sk about ﬁ
EFANCE 3

defalk on tees and berms and condttions of these products. Poperty and fiocd Ingrance, kable, will be ragquired o collateral. Hember FOIC.
(3/22) POSRGT.0Z
General Contractor Electnical Infrastructure Power & Industnal Telecommunications

SURRO: JOHN BURNS

We design, build, manage, and maintain infrastructure systems that connect pecple and improve their lives.

CORE VALUES

11
Love of the Game Champions of Change Persistent Problem Solvers

We are passicnate about We adapt to new markets, We identify the problems,
building, brand, and new roles, and new own the problems, and
our team. challenges. solve the problems.

229 Oakmont Plaza, Westmont IL 40559 Contact Us: 708.326.3500 jbcco.com



AARP

ILlinois

AARP lllinois is a proud supporter
Chicago Commons and their endeavors.

https://states.aarp.org/illinois/

CIBCO

Let's change
our communities
for the better

We are committed to lending a helping
hand for the causes that are important
to our community. That's why CIBC is
proud to support Chicago Commons.

Learn more about us at cibc.com/US

® The CIBC logo is a registered trademark of CIBC,

used under license.

Cabrera Capital is proud to

support Chicago Commons i
CABRERA CAPITAL
MARKETS

As an investment bank and institutional
broker dealer, our mission is to help our
clients build sustainable growth and
prosperity through creative and
innovative financial solutions with
unparalleled service.

CORPORATE PUBLIC
FINANCE FINANCE

CHICAGO — DALLAS

@ Q@‘O HOUSTON -LOS ANGELES
) NEW YORK - PHILADELPHIA

SAN ANTONIO - TAMPA

GLOBAL TAXABLE FIXED
EQUITIES INCOME

OELE
ﬁ I o
225 @5En

MUNICIPAL For more information on
BONDS Cabrera Capital, please visit

www.cabreracapital.com

- GOMMERGIAL REAL ESTATE
HSA COMMERCIAL IS PROUD TO

i BE A ROBINSON SPONSOR OF

4 CHICAGO COMMONS




Financial
well-being
begins at
home.

Thank Youl!

James Neaylon, Il
Suzanne M. Neaylon

At Jackson®, our strength lies in

community—fram the associates

SR [ 1T RRnplew Longtime friends of
sarve. That's why we invest in

communities where we live Ch|CagO CommOﬂS

and wark each day. Through
partnerships with nonprofits
and the genercus giving of our
associates, we're committed to

helping build the foundation for

|
-
4.
all people to achieve financial
freedom for life.

Jackson.com

) JACKSON®

supporters of
Chicago
Commons

PE®PLES GAS

Years
1850-2025

Thank you, Chicago Commons, for making our

PrOUd OfOur hiStOry, community a better place to call home for 130
focused on the future.

years and counting.

i oup, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC
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Making a
meaningful
difference

PwC is proud to support
Chicago Commons as
part of our commitment
. to making a meaningful
difference in the world.

Www.pwcC.com

© 2025 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, a Delaware limited
liability partnership. All rights reserved.

1o go

forward,
step hack.

The path forward is always there.
We help you find the right angle
to see it. Visit wipfli.com.

ADVISORY & ACCOUNTING WIPFLI

EVANS-BLOSSOM

GOLF OUTING

Monday, June 30, 2025

Shoreacres
1601 Shore Acres Road
Lake Bluff, IL 60044




Chicago
Commons

Thriving across generations.

“Underlying this word ‘Commons’ and its many derivatives is
the idea of sharing what each can be to all and what all can be
to each, what belongs to no person or class exclusively, but to

everyone, to the whole people of the community or nation.

Here we hoped that friendship, neighborship, and fellow-
citizenship might form the personal bonds of that social
democracy, which alone can save our body politic from being
cloven under any economic stress and strain or by class-
conscious conflict”

Graham Taylor
Chicago Commons through Forty Years, 1934

Chicago Commons
515 East 50th Street, Chicago, IL 60615
www.chicagocommons.org
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